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Key Thought 
 The impact of forces shaping African young people today 

demands rethinking how we must disciple them to be 
successful and committed leaders for the church of 
tomorrow. 

 

 Question: What are those forces? How do we face them? 

 



3 Big Questions 
 WHY are we facing a brand-new challenge in discipling 

African young people? 

 WHAT has changed in how young people view 
discipleship? 

 HOW can we design a successful discipleship model for 
the youth of tomorrow? 
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African population is set to 
match that of Asia by end of 

the century! 
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Africa has more countries with greater than 

50% of population under 15 years of age! 
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Reality =  Explosion of African Youth  
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Cellphone 
Utilization 
Trends 

34 Fold Growth in Cellphone 
Use from 2011 to 2016 



Nigeria 48 

Some African countries now 
equal the United States 



Africa is now the world’s 
second largest user of 

mobile web traffic 



Africa Mobile Ownership by Youth Ages 15 – 29  





 
Thomas Friedman 
Speed of Change vs. Ability to Adapt 

 Moore’s Law: Computer power 
will double every two years. 

• Has been true of 5 decades 

• Not slowing down 

 

 We have crossed the point where 
human beings can no longer keep 
up and adapt easily to technology 
and world change. 

Speed of technology 
advancement 
(Moore’s Law) 

2007 
Point of Acceleration 

2011 

This is exactly the time 
period of the current 

youth generation 



Key Point 

 The speed of change in technology access has 
created a totally new environment for African 
youth that is unlike what they faced even five 
years ago! 
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3 Dominant Themes of Global Culture 

 Consumerism 

 Secularism 

 Relativism 



Consumerism 
 In the 21st century's globalized economy, consumerism 

has become a noticeable part of the culture. 
•Paul James, Globalizing Consumption 2012 

 We have witnessed a shift away from values 
of community, spirituality, and integrity, and toward 
competition, materialism and disconnection.  

•Madalene Levine, Challenging a Culture of Affluence 2007 



Consumerism 
 The success of the consumerist cultural ideology can be 

witnessed all around the world. As a general trend, 
regular consumers seek to emulate those who are 
above them in the social hierarchy. The poor strive to 
imitate the wealthy and the wealthy imitate celebrities 
and other icons. 

•Wikipedia: Consumerism 2019 



Luanda, Angola 



Secularism 
 The Growth of the “Nones” -- No religious affiliation 

 The younger the 
generation, the less 
the religious 
affiliation. 

 What will the impact 
of this trend be on 
African youth? 



Relativism 
 New Post-Modern Understandings of Truth and Freedom  

 TRUTH means… 
•  Whatever works for me. 

•  It is not an absolute that must be adhered to. 

 FREEDOM means… 
• I am FREE to be whomever I want to be and to do whatever I want to do. 

• I am FREE to choose my own set of moral standards. I therefore should be given the 
RIGHT to do so. 

• The only limits that I should have on me is that of not hurting someone else.  
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ADULT YOUTH Discipleship 

Normal 

Generational 

Clash 

Moral Foundation 
Absolute Truth / Guilty of Sin / 

Meanings are Clear 

Discipleship must be Responsive to Contemporary 

Experience and Worldview of Youth 

• Christianity that is relevant and compelling 

• Theology that answers fundamental questions 

• Gospel that is wholistic Good News 

Present 

Reality 

Moral Relativism 
Relative Truth / No Sin-No Guilt / 

Meanings need Interpretation 
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 WHY are we facing a brand-new challenge in discipling 

African young people? 

 WHAT has changed in how young people view 
discipleship? 

 HOW can we design a successful discipleship model for 
the youth of tomorrow? 
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1. Primary life influence coming less and less from formal 

instructional, church-type settings. 

2. Instead, lives shaped by 24-7, organic interaction with 

friends and social media. 



Traditional youth meetings & rallies are still 
having important impact, but. . . 



What will have the greatest impact on the 
next generation? 



TV Nigeria: already 4x 
more impact than 

TV 

Radio 

Newspaper 

Social 
Media 



Question 

 How well is the church prepared to expand 
discipleship methods to include technology? 

 What are some positive ways to use 
technology and social media for discipleship? 

 

 Check out these possibilities. . . 



Most Popular Bible Apps for Youth 

 YouVersion 

 Bible.IS / Faith Comes By Hearing 

 The Bible Project 

 Streetlight Bible 





















Question: 

 How should we in Africa start using positive 
apps and Social Media to help disciple our 
young people? 
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A model based on how to become God’s faithful steward. 
 

Not a comprehensive 
curriculum, but a framework in 

which other existing discipleship 
courses can fit. 



Steward Model of Discipleship Offers. . . 

 CONTENT: A framework for teaching a 
wholistic Gospel 

 METHOD: A coaching approach that produces 
personal ownership of God’s Truth 
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Self 

Others Creation 

GOD 

The “Good News” of the Gospel 
is about God’s gift of grace that 

restores what is broken 
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Self 

Others Creation 

GOD 

But often we present a Gospel 
that is Good News only for 

spiritual restoration 
Spiritual 

Material Our Christian faith does 
not always address the 

other relationships. 

Theology Framework 

Understanding the 

Impact of the Gospel 
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Self 

Others Creation 

GOD 

Spiritual 

Material 

Yet these are the very areas of 
deep concern to youth today. 

Who am I? How do I find my 
true identity? 

What does the Bible say 
about how to care for 

Creation? 

Theology Framework 

Understanding the 

Impact of the Gospel 

We focus discipleship on the 
Spiritual – how to be saved and 

gain Eternal Life 

Dualism 
How do I relate to people 
very different from me? 



Self 

Others Creation 

GOD 
The Steward perspective offers 
discipleship that teaches about 

restoration in all dimensions of life. 

Stewardship 

Theology: 

Wholistic View of 

the Gospel 

Theology Framework 

Understanding the 

Impact of the Gospel 

Each of these relationships provides a 
framework for discipling youth about 

specific areas of spiritual growth 
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Steward Model of Discipleship Offers. . . 

 CONTENT: A framework for teaching a 
wholistic Gospel 

 METHOD: A coaching approach that produces 
personal ownership of God’s Truth 



Method: 
Instructional 
Trainer 

Senior Leader  

(with experience 

and training) 

Young Person 

being Discipled 

Life Impact 

Passes on 
Information 

 

Using new 
acquired 

knowledge 
 

Potential Problem: Acquired knowledge is 
not their own. Top-down training depends 

on level of respect for instructor. Often, 
the young person does not “own” the new 

information and is only committed to 
what they feel is relevant. 

Instructs 

Acts & 
Applies 



Method: Steward Coaching 

Steward Leader 

Coach 

Young Person 

being Discipled 
Life Impact 

  
Instructs 

 only 
Occasionally 

 

Creates & 
Applies Goals 

By following their 
own action steps 

 

Positive: Person believes in and 
personally owns the need to apply 
the discipleship plan to their own 

life 
Asks 

Powerful 
Questions 

Answers 
with own 
thoughts 

Holy 
Spirit 

Body of 
Christ 



Question: 
 How can we access Steward Leader training as a 

discipleship tool for African young people? 



Dr. Scott Rodin 
• Author of The Steward Leader 
• Founder of the new ministry The 

Steward’s Journey 
• Passionate about helping people 

find freedom & joy through 
becoming Faithful Stewards 

• Personal friend 

The Africa 

Steward 

Leader 

Initiative 



Africa Steward Leader Initiative 

Africa Steward Leader Guidebook 

(In process of being written now) 

One to Two Day Seminars 
(English, French, and Portuguese) 





For further interest and 
information contact: 
Jon Lewis 
EMAIL: JONLEWIS23@GMAIL.COM 

WHATSAPP: +1 5099819871 

mailto:jonlewis23@gmail.com


Discussion Questions 
 Do you agree with the premise that the forces shaping African 

youth culture today are creating a different moral paradigm than 
20-30 years ago? Why or why not? Give some personal examples 
to back up your answer. 

  

 Discuss the two mentoring models presented of 1) Instructional 
Trainer vs. 2) Stewardship Coach. What do you think are the pros 
and cons of each? Why do you think one or the other will have 
more impact on discipling our current generation of African young 
people? 

 


